VZCZCXR07368 

PP  RUEHFK  RUEHKSO  RUEHNAG  RUEHNH 
DE  RUEHKO  #1422  1750116 
ZNR  UUUUU  ZZH 
P 240116Z  JUN  09 
FM  AMEMBASSY  TOKYO 

TO  RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHDC  PRIORITY  4012 
RUEKJCS/ SECDEF  WASHDC  PRIORITY 
RUCPDOC/USDOC  WASHDC  PRIORITY 

RUEATRS/DEPT  OF  TREASURY  WASHINGTON  DC  PRIORITY 

RUYNAAC/ COMNAVFOR JAPAN  YOKOSUKA  JA  PRIORITY 

RHHMUNA/HQ  USPACOM  HONOLULU  HI  PRIORITY 

RHHMHBA/ COMPACFLT  PEARL  HARBOR  HI//N541//  PRIORITY 

RHMFIUU/HQ  PACAF  HICKAM  AFB  HI//CC/PA//  PRIORITY 

RUHBANB /OKINAWA  FLD  OFC  US  FORCES  JAPAN  CP  BUTLER  JA  PRIORITY 

RHMFIUU/USFJ  PRIORITY 

INFO  RUEHFK/AMCONSUL  FUKUOKA  4815 

RUEHNH/AMCONSUL  NAHA  7146 

RUEHNAG/AMCONSUL  NAGOYA  2367 

RUEHKSO/AMCONSUL  SAPPORO  5341 

RUEHOK/AMCONSUL  OSAKA  KOBE  8618 

RUEHBJ/AMEMBASSY  BEIJING  0057 

RUEHMO/AMEMBASSY  MOSCOW  2905 

RUEHUL/AMEMBASSY  SEOUL  6088 

RUCNDT/USMISSION  USUN  NEW  YORK  5781 

RHEHAAA/NSC  WASHDC 

UNCLAS  TOKYO  001422 

SIPDIS 

STATE  FOR  I/RF,  PA/PR/FPC/W,  IIP/G/EA,  EAP/PD,  R/MR, 

EAP/J,  EAP/P , PM; 

USTR  FOR  PUBLIC  AFFAIRS  OFFICE; 

TREASURY  FOR  OASIA/IMI; 

SECDEF  FOR  OASD/PA; 

CP  BUTLER  OKINAWA  FOR  AREA  FIELD  OFFICE; 

PACOM  HONOLULU  FOR  PUBLIC  DIPLOMACY  ADVISOR 

E.O.  12958:  N/A 

TAGS:  OIIP  KMDR  KPAO  JA 

SUBJECT:  TOKYO  MEDIA  REACTION  - IRAN 

1.1.  LEAD  STORIES:  Top  items  on  Wednesday  morning 

included  questionable  corporate  donations  received  by  Finance 

Minister  Yosano. 

12.  "'Democracy'  Is  Tested  in  Iran"  The  business-oriented  Nikkei 
editorialized  (6/24):  "Political  confrontation  [between  reformists 
and  conservatives]  is  developing  into  a crisis  that  is  undermining 
the  basis  of  the  Iranian  political  system.  The  Iranian  authorities 
are  tightening  information  control  by  prohibiting  media  coverage  of 
demonstrations  and  detaining  journalists.  However,  they  must  not 
forget  that  the  world  is  closely  watching  Iran....  A rift  over 
election  results  is  exposing  a much  more  profound  schism  over 
'freedom  of  speech'  in  Iran.  The  legitimacy  of  Iran's  political 
system  will  be  questioned  and  its  international  isolation  will 
deepen  if  it  continues  to  use  force  and  allow  bloodshed  to  occur  in 
cracking  down  on  demonstrations . " 

13.  "Iran  Taking  Harder  Diplomatic  Approach"  The  liberal  Asahi  wrote 
(6/24):  "Since  the  Islamic  revolution  in  1979,  Iran  has  been 
trumpeting  anti-American  and  anti-Israeli  foreign  policies.  It  has  a 
history  of  trying  to  unite  its  people  by  playing  up  the  presence  of 
a 'foe.'  In  the  face  of  a mounting  division  within  the  nation, 

Tehran  again  appears  to  be  hopeful  about  cementing  domestic  unity  by 
criticizing  the  U.S.  and  Europe." 


ZUMWALT 


